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orthodox Hinduism, is also clearly apparent in this
Akhyana, for it is stated that the Supreme Being sent
forth Brahma from his right side to create the world
and Vishnu from his left to protect it and Rudra at the
time of its end. That Sauti introduced this Akhyana is,
however, certain from its evident isolation in context,
the language of these chapters and the frequent change
in the metre. Krishna again is said by Bhishma to
have performed austerities for a thousand years. This
is extremely improbable, for no actor in the Maha-
bharata is represented as of fabulous age. Their ages
are the ordinary ages of human beings as they are now.
Krishna even according to popular belief was only 84
years and according to another theory 123 years
old when the Mahabharata fight took place. All these
circumstances lead us to think that this Upamanyu
Akhyana is an addition made by Sauti.
In many other places, chapters and incidents are intro-
duced in praise of Shiva. In the Dronaparva, when
Arjuna^had vowed to kill Jayadratha and Drona had
vowed to save him, Krishna thought that it was neces-
sary to fortify Arjuna by a boon from Shiva, and Arjuna
is said to have gone in Samadhi to Shiva and obtained
from him the Pashupatastra, Chapters 90 and 91, (This
is rather strange as Arjuna had already got the Astra in
Vanaparva where his fight with Shiva is so beautifully
described.) In this incident also the beauty is that it
is with the advice of Krishna that Arjuna contemplates
Shiva, and in the contemplation both go to Shiva and
praise him, Similarly when Ashwatthama is about to
begin his night massacre of the sleeping survivors of